




Q1. Does the project involve interaction with or handling of animals (i.e. not just observation)?





YES





Q2. Does the project principally involve changing the animal’s environment?





YES





Q2a. Does the proposed change enrich the environment, e.g. adding toys, activities?





NO





Q2b. Does the proposed change relate to environmental conditions (e.g. temperature, humidity, radiation, space requirements) at variance with normal husbandry practices?





NO





Q2c. Does the proposed change relate to space requirements? 





Q3. Does the project involve changing the animal’s diet?





YES





Q3a. Is the proposed diet at variance with normal husbandry practice – e.g. feeding a diet to induce deficiency symptoms?





NO





Q3b. Is the proposed diet based on a modification of the “normal” diet, e.g. adding fish oil to “reggie rat” food?





NO





Q4. Does the project involve withholding food from animals (e.g. to encourage rats to run a maze)?








YES





NO





NO





No licensing rules apply





Go to Q3





No licensing rules apply providing the enrichment is suitable








YES





Take care! Refer to literature to prove defence of no lasting harm/suffering/distress





YES





NO





Go to Q4 





YES





Home Office license required  





Take care! Refer to literature to prove defence of no lasting harm/suffering/distress





YES





Take care! Refer to literature to prove defence of no lasting harm/suffering/distress





YES





Refer to guidelines for withholding food/water from laboratory animals











Go to Q7








Projects will only be approved if it can be established that the “3 R’s” have been considered –  “replace, reduce and refine”.  Therefore, consideration should be given as to whether:


scientifically suitable alternatives to animals can be used (e.g. use of cell culture vs. live animal - replace)


the minimum number of animals needed for the experiment to be statistically valid should be used (reduce)


potential pain/distress/suffering/lasting harm is minimised (refine)





Q8. Does the project involve isolating a single animal from a social group, splitting an established social group, or introducing new animals to an established group?





Take care! Refer to literature to prove defence of no lasting harm/suffering/distress.





Take care! Refer to literature to prove defence of no lasting harm/suffering/distress.





Take care! Refer to literature to prove defence of no lasting harm/suffering/distress.





YES





NO





Home Office license required





YES





YES





Take care! Refer to literature to prove defence of no lasting harm/suffering/distress.  Refer project to ethics committee





YES





Go to Q6d





NO





Take care! Refer to literature to prove defence of no lasting harm/suffering/distress








YES





Q7. Does the project involve excessive transport of animals (e.g. observing behavioural responses to transport)





NO








NO








GUIDELINES FOR THE APPROVAL OF PROJECTS INVOLVING VERTEBRATES 








YES





Q6d. Does the project involve administration of novel compounds via invasive procedures, e.g. injection?





Q6c. Is there a possibility that the animal will come into contact with the chemicals is the experimental design fails?





NO





Q6b. Will the animal come into direct contact with the chemicals?





YES





Q6a. Are the chemicals purely for environmental use, e.g. using silica gel to control humidity?





YES





Q6. Will the animal be exposed to novel chemicals as a result of the experiment?





NO





Q5. Does the project involve pregnant or lactating animals?












